
Which Democrats are running  
in 2020 for President? 

 

Amy Klobuchar 
• REUTERS/ERIC MILLER 

The former corporate lawyer, who was the first woman to be elected a 
Minnesota senator, has established a reputation as a matter-of-fact 
centrist, tackling kitchen-table issues like drug pricing. Her 
unflappable questioning of Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh 
earned her kudos from farther-left Democrats. She held an outdoor 
rally in a blizzard on Feb. 10 to announce she was running, aiming to 
highlight her “grit” and the “friends and neighbors” who showed up to 
cheer. 

Age: 58     Years in politics: 12 

Who gives her money: Traditionally law firms and the food and dairy 
industry. Klobuchar is pledging to get “dark money” out of politics, 

and said she won’t take corporate PAC money for the 2020 race. 

Biggest idea for the economy: New measures to make it easier for small and mid-sized US 
businesses to export goods worldwide. 

Social media following: Twitter: 861,000, Facebook: 366,700, Instagram: 160,000,  
YouTube: 835. 

Who will like this candidate: Folks looking for a Goldilocks candidate—neither too left nor too 
right, and a woman who appeals to Midwestern voters. 

  



Andrew Yang 
A former tech entrepreneur who started a nonprofit to promote 
startups, Yang entered the race Nov. 6, 2018 on essentially a 
single issue: protecting Americans from job-stealing robots. The 
son of Taiwanese immigrants, he sells himself as the opposite of 
Trump—an ego-free Asian man who likes math. 

Age: 44       Years in politics: Less than one 

Who gives him money: Individual contributors, some who donate 
in bitcoin. He’s also using some of his own money. 

Biggest idea for the economy: A $1,000 monthly check sent to 
every American over 18, so they can pay their bills as robots take over jobs. 

Social media following: Twitter: 1.2 million, Facebook: 278,000, Instagram: 543,000,  
YouTube: 154,000, Reddit: 102,000. 

Who will like this candidate: Silicon Valley types, promoters of universal basic income (UBI). 

 

  



Bernie Sanders 
A Brooklyn-born self-described democratic socialist, Sanders was 
elected mayor of Burlington, Vermont in 1981 by a margin of just 
three votes. He was elected to the US House of Representatives in 
1990, and the US Senate in 2006, where he remains today—the 
longest-serving independent senator in the history of the US. He 
challenged Hillary Clinton in the Democratic primaries in 
2016  and entered the 2020 race on Feb. 19, promising “change 
from the bottom up.” 

Age: 77     Years in politics: 38 

Who gives him money: Over the past five years, 75% of Sanders’ campaign funds have come 
from small donors in amounts of less than $200, according to a Center for Responsive Politics 
analysis of FEC data. His top sources of funding include liberal advocacy group MoveOn.org, 
University of California employees, two postal-employee unions, and the Communication 
Workers of America. Just $177,000 of $12.7 million raised during that period came from PACs. 

Biggest idea for the economy: Sanders would like to make public colleges tuition-free, increase 
Social Security benefits, and make corporate America more union-friendly. Sanders has 
proposed paying for the tuition costs by taxing financial transactions and the Social Security 
expansion by subjecting all incomes above $250,000 to the 6.2% payroll tax. 

Social media following: Twitter: 10.3 million, Facebook: 5.2 million, Instagram: 4.1 million, 
YouTube: 279,000.   

People who will like this candidate: Loyal “Bernie Bros” who still think he would have won in 
2016, new converts to the idea of universal healthcare and higher taxes for the wealthy. 

  



Elizabeth Warren 
The former Harvard law professor became a household name 
as a US senator from Massachusetts when she spearheaded 
congressional oversight of the financial industry bailout. 
She’s promising to restore the US to a place where people can 
succeed if they “work hard and play by the rules” by holding 
billionaires and big corporations accountable. She formally 
entered the race Feb. 9, when she suggested Trump jail by 
2020. 

Age: 69      Years in politics: 10 

Who gives her money: The education industry, women’s PACs, and the legal profession in the 
past; she’s pledged to take no money from billionaires or billionaire PACS in 2020. 

Biggest idea for the economy: A “wealth tax” of 2% on net worth over $50 million and 3% over 
$1 billion designed to raise $2.75 trillion over a decade. 

Social media following: Twitter: 3.6 million, Facebook: 3.2 million, Instagram: 2.2 million, 
YouTube: 15,100. 

Who will like this candidate: Detail-oriented voters who like her mix of east-coast academic 
know-how and midwestern roots. 

 

  



Joe Biden 
Biden, who entered the 2020 race officially with a campaign 
video April 25, already leads in the polls. Obama’s vice 
president and right-hand man, Biden has additional decades of 
federal experience as a senator from Delaware and a centrist 
appeal that could sway moderate Republicans and 
independents. Now leads Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy 
and Global Engagement at University of Pennsylvania. 

Age: 76     Years in politics: 49 

Who gives him money: Traditionally law firms, the insurance industry, and rich folk; 
Hollywood insiders recently gave $100,000 to his Democratic PAC. 

Biggest idea for the economy: His Biden Institute is pushing tech education and increased 
bargaining power for American workers as a solution to the left-behind working and middle 
class. 

Social media following: Twitter: 4.1 million, Facebook: 1.5 million, Instagram: 1.4 million, 
YouTube: 10,500.  

Who will like this candidate: Democrats who think a safe pair of hands is a tested white man, 
independents nostalgic for the Obama administration, Republicans Trump has lost. 

  



John Delaney 
The former congressman from Maryland started two publicly 
listed lending companies before running for office in 2012. The first 
generation in his family to go to college (he stresses his electrician 
father’s union membership on the campaign trail), he was the very 
first Democrat to announce he was running back in July 2017. He’s 
already visited every county in Iowa, the first state in the primary 
contest, attempting to jumpstart his national campaign from there. 

Age: 55      Years in politics: 6 

Who gives him money: Funded by banks, housing, and construction 
companies in his congressional race. Independently wealthy, funding 
himself now. 

Biggest idea for the economy: Build a public and private international coalition against China’s 
intellectual property theft, and compete against China in Asia with a TPP-style trade deal. 

Social media following: Twitter: 38,100, Facebook: 355,000, Instagram: 6,239, YouTube: 625. 

Who will like this candidate: Centrists drawn by his nuts-and-bolts pitch to improve workers’ 
rights, education, and infrastructure. 

  



Marianne Williamson 
The best-selling author of 12 books on spirituality, including Healing 
the Soul of America, she ran for US representative in California in 
2014 as an independent. Williamson said she was thinking of running 
for president in November 2018. A spiritual advisor to Oprah 
Winfrey, she is an active supporter of the HIV/AIDS community, 
poverty reduction, and female empowerment. She is promoting racial 
reconciliation, reparations to the African-American community and a 
more humane US immigration policy. 

Age: 66       Years in politics: 5 

Who gives her money: Unclear so far; Williamson is independently 
wealthy. 

Biggest idea for the economy: Pay $10 billion in slavery reparations every year for 10 years to 
the African American community. 

Social media following: Twitter: 2.8 million, Facebook: 806,000, Instagram: 496.000,  
YouTube: 14,000. 

Who will like this candidate: Some woke white liberals, coastal elites. 

  



Michael Bennet 
The Colorado senator announced May 2 on CBS This Morning 
that he was entering the race. Bennet may be best-known outside 
his state for his January 2019 excoriation of Ted Cruz in 
Congress, where he criticized the Texas Republican senator’s 
“crocodile tears” during the national government shutdown, 
noting that Cruz pushed a shutdown in 2013 when Colorado was 
“under water.” The two-term senator is credited with helping 
Democrats pass the Affordable Care Act, and has been speaking 
out against Trump’s attacks on the bill. 

On a recent trip to Iowa, he told voters that Americans “don’t 
have to settle” for being as “terrible” as Trump, or for the 
“tyrants” of the Freedom Caucus. 

Age: 54      Years in politics: 10 

Who gives him money: The finance and legal industry gave Bennet the most money in recent 
elections; he hasn’t indicated any 2020 strategy yet. 

Biggest idea for the economy: Medicare X, which he calls a “true public option” for healthcare, 
that bridges the gap between Sanders’ “Medicare for all” plan (which he calls unrealistic) and 
private healthcare. 

Social media following: Twitter: 44,300,    Facebook: 106,000,    Instagram: 9,310 
YouTube: 562 

Who will like this candidate: Voters who respond to pugnacious attacks on Trump and 
Republicans; those looking for a health care fix that satisfies many parties. 

  



Michael Bloomberg 
 

The former New York mayor officially entered the race on 
November 24, saying that his campaign was aimed squarely 
at defeating Trump. He has portrayed himself as a moderate 
against progressive projects such as "Medicare for All" but 
with extensive experience and campaign funds to put toward 
key Democratic issues such as climate change and gun 
control. 
 
Who gives him money? Nobody. The multimillionaire is 
funding his own campaign. 
 
Age: 78     Years in politics: 18 

 
Biggest idea for the economy: His "All-in economy" agenda starts with an investment in 
education and vocational training, so that Americans can get the skills that employers are 
prioritizing for hiring. He calls for a $15 minimum wage, an expansion of the Earned Income 
Tax Credit to better help gig-economy workers, and a proposed investment in rural broadband 
access. The plan also proposes launching "a major public research and development initiative in 
industries like agriculture, manufacturing, and medicine" to stimulate job growth. 

Social media following: Twitter: 22,700,  Facebook: 12,200,  Instagram: 24,100, YouTube: 
(unknown) 

Who will like this candidate: Progressive centrists. 

  



Pete Buttigieg 
A gay Democratic mayor in South Bend, which is a conservative, 
Republican stronghold, Buttigieg presented a progressive message 
geared towards millennials in a Jan. 23 exploratory announcement, 
saying we “can’t look for greatness in the past.” An Afghanistan war 
veteran and former consultant, he was the city’s youngest mayor. His 
LGBTQ, Harvard- and Oxford-educated profile may appeal to coastal 
elites and his Midwest roots may give him an advantage in the rest of 
the country. Buttigieg formally announced his candidacy April 14. 

Age: 37       Years in politics: 17 

Who gives him money: Local businesses and CEOs supported his 
mayoral campaign. He created a PAC for megadonors to support 

Democrats in 2017 that may be used to fund his 2020 run. 

Biggest idea for the economy: Increase public protections of jobs and benefits to help make the 
employment market more dynamic without the fear of personal debt tied to college loans and 
medical bills. 

Social media following: Twitter: 1.6 million, Facebook: 549,000, Instagram: 1 million, 
YouTube: 11,000.   

Who will like this candidate: Millennials, LGBTQ voters, voters from flyover states, social 
progressives. 

  



Tom Steyer 
The billionaire Democratic mega-donor, who is pushing to 
impeach Trump, confirmed his intention to run for 
president on July 9. Steyer, who made his money building 
hedge fund Farallon Capital, has morphed into an 
environmental activist and philanthropist in recent years. 
The 62-year old donated more than any other American to 
political campaigns in 2016. He was expected to run for 
Senate in 2016 and governor of California in 2018, but did 
not enter those races. His platform is primarily concerned 
with fighting corporate influence on politics. 

Age: 62    Years in politics: Steyer has been involved in 
politics since working on Walter Mondale’s presidential 
campaign in 1983, but never held or ran for office. 

Who gives him money: No one. He gives people money. 

Biggest idea for the economy: Steyer is likely to advocate for higher taxes for the wealthy, and 
a focus on economic growth through green jobs. 

Social media following:   Twitter: 281,000    Facebook: 529,000.    Instagram: 66,900.   
YouTube: 11,300 

Who will like this candidate: Voters frustrated with House Democrats foot-dragging on 
impeachment proceedings, some environmentalists. 

  



Tulsi Gabbard 
The first Hindu member of Congress, the Hawaii representative 
controversially met with Syrian leader Bashar al-Assad and sided 
with Russian president Vladimir Putin against Obama on US 
intervention in Syria. Strongly opposed to regime-change wars after 
her experience fighting in the Iraq war as part of the National Guard, 
she speaks about fighting “radical Islam.” A onetime Hawaii state 
representative, she supported Bernie Sanders’ 2016 Democratic 
primary campaign. On Feb. 2 she calls a “fight for the soul” of 
America. 

Age: 37      Years in politics: 17 

Who gives her money: Health professionals, real-estate interest 
groups. Most donors are individuals, though her second-largest 

contribution ($36,400) between 2011 and 2018 came from the National Automobile Dealers 
Association’s PAC. 

Biggest idea for the economy: Cut taxes on small businesses and farmers, raise them on 
corporations; lower military spending by ending regime-change wars and reducing the 
acquisition of nuclear weapons. 

Social media following: Twitter: 767,300, Facebook: 463,600, Instagram: 281,000,  
YouTube: 151,000. 

Who will like this candidate: Veterans, some progressives, voters looking to reduce military 
spending. 

 


